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NCO Regional Orchestras
As part of the NCO experience we would like to tell you about the Regional Orchestra rehearsals that take place for members inbetween the residential courses.  Hopefully you will find all of the information you need below but if you do have any questions please feel free to contact me at c.ford@nco.org.uk or on 01934 418845.
We look forward to seeing you soon!

Ceara Ford

Regional Orchestra Coordinator

6 August 2010
General 
The Regional Orchestras were set up to give members a chance to meet each other outside the residential courses and play music together.  For those who have been members before, it is a chance to keep in touch with friends who live at a distance.  We encourage new members to attend if they can so that they meet some of those who will be on their residential course(s) and start to make friends.  Past experience has shown that it is much easier for those who have little or no experience of being away from home without their families to settle on their course if they already know some of their fellow members.

Membership

Membership for the Regional Orchestras runs from September 2010 to June 2011 and is open to any child who was a member of the 2010 age-banded orchestras and for any child who becomes a member in 2011.  Members of the 2010 Main Orchestra who are too old to be in NCO in 2011 are allowed to remain members of their Regional Orchestra until the summer concert.  

Each Regional Orchestra, therefore, has the full age range of NCO from 7 to 14 years old.  The composition of each depends on the number of players living in the general area and the instruments they play.  For instance, for the last couple of years, Northerlies have had a plethora of percussionists but the Easterlies have had only one.  

Music

The music played at the Regional Orchestras has no connection with the pieces which will be studied on the residential courses and new members should not feel that they will be missing out on any practice of the course pieces by not attending the regionals.  The regionals are completely separate from the courses and are simply an added extra for the members to enjoy.  On the residential courses each orchestra has a balanced composition and its members have a fairly common ability level which enables the Director of Music to choose music which is challenging but within the capabilities of all members.  However, in the regionals, the achievement levels are very wide and the music has to be ‘middle of the road’ so that even the youngest can join in, though they will not be able to tackle every part.  Younger players will be given help and shown how they can join in even when some parts of the music are beyond their present capabilities.  It is always very satisfying to see how much they can achieve.

Concerts

In June or July, each Regional Orchestra performs a concert just for friends and families to show what they have worked on.  Dates for meetings and concerts are shown on our website (www.nco.org.uk) as they are confirmed.

Subscriptions

Because the Regional Orchestras are an optional extra, the expenses of running them are not included in the fees paid for the courses.  A small charge, therefore, has to be made to cover costs. The subscription fee is £10 per rehearsal or, when more than one child in a family attends, each child pays a reduced rate of £6 for each rehearsal.  Members in receipt of NCO bursaries also pay the reduced rate.  These fees can be paid at each rehearsal or you could pay in one lump sum. Payment details can be found on the bottom of the registration form.
