NEWS RELEASE

Issued (date)
LOCAL CHILD WINS A PLACE WITH THE 
NATIONAL CHILDREN’S ORCHESTRA OF GREAT BRITAIN 
FOR A XX YEAR

(Name of child) from (town) is to play with one of the world’s finest children’s orchestras, the National Children’s Orchestra of Great Britain (NCO) for the (xx) year running.

(Name of child), who has played the (instrument) for (xx) years, auditioned for the NCO this October and has been selected to play with the (which Orchestra e.g. Under 13 / Main) Orchestra 2012.  (Name of child) has (previously been a member of (name of NCO orchestra) / been a member of the NCO for the past xx years)
(Name of child) is thrilled about winning a place with the Orchestra once again this year.  (He/she) said “(quote about how fun it is or how good an opportunity it is, for example: I love performing with the NCO because I have made so many friends and my playing has improved more than I can imagine, it is an honour to be selected)”
This year the NCO auditioned a staggering number of talented youngsters.  A record number of applications this year meant that almost 1000 children, aged from 7-13 years, tried out for a coveted place in one of their five age-banded orchestras –- making (name of child)’s place all the more special.  
Instrumentalists who win a place with the NCO, like (name of child), will attend exciting residential courses.  The tutors for these courses are drawn from major national orchestras, specialist music schools and conservatoires – giving members access to the highest standard of tuition the UK has to offer.

Members are also given the chance to show audiences just what can be achieved when passion and talent combine.  Each course culminates in a performance, with the senior NCO Orchestras, Main and Under 13, performing at prestigious venues across the country.  In 2012 Main Orchestra will perform at Cadogan Hall, London; Town Hall, Birmingham; Colston Hall, Bristol and Queen Elizabeth Hall, London.  The Under 13 Orchestra will play at The Anvil, Basingstoke; Leeds Town Hall and Queen Elizabeth Hall, London.  In recent years, Main Orchestra has even performed abroad, touring to China and Italy.  

Being selected as a member of the NCO is a fantastic accolade for a young musician and can lay the foundations for a very successful music career.  Ex-NCO members include Robin Ticciati, the Principal Conductor of the Scottish Chamber Orchestra and Daniel Harding, Principal Guest Conductor for the London Symphony Orchestra.  

In 2011, the NCO was thrilled to welcome back another ex-member, Nicola Benedetti – one of the UK’s most creative and innovative violinists – as guest soloist for a very special concert.  A fantastic experience for all involved and another example of the unbeatable opportunities the NCO offers its young players.

Auditions for a place in one of the NCO’s 2012 Orchestras are now closed, but will reopen for 2013 this coming spring.  Talent is the only criterion for winning a place and full bursaries are available, so no child or parent should be deterred from auditioning due to financial concerns.  To audition, young instrumentalists must submit an application form, available spring 2012.  For more information about the NCO visit www.nco.org.uk, or phone 01934 41 88 55.

*** ENDS***

For more information please contact …..insert name and number if possible… or 

Katrina Kelly, National Children’s Orchestra of Great Britain on 01934 418855 or K.Kelly@nco.org.uk.
